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India has never insisted on full covering of the body for the males
as a test of culture,
I give the advice under a full sense of my responsibility. In
order therefore to set the example I propose to discard at least up
to the 31st of October my topi and vest and to content myself with
only a loin-cloth and a chaddar whenever found necessary for the
protection of the body. I adopt the change because I have always
hesitated to advise anything I may not -myself be prepared to fol-
low, also because I am anxious by leading the way to make it
easy for those who cannot afford to change on discarding their
foreign garments. I consider the renunciation to be also necessary
for me as a sign of mourning and a bare head and a bare body is
such a sign in my part of the country. That we are in mourning
is more and more being borne home to me as the end of the year
is approaching and we are still without swaraj. I wish to state
clearly that I do not expect co-workers to renounce the use of
vest and topi unless they find it necessary to do so for their .own
work.
I am positive that every province and every district can, if
there are enough workers, manufacture sufficient for its needs in
one month. And to that end for one month I advise complete
suspension of every other activity but swadeshi. I would even
withdraw pickets from liquor shops trusting the drinker to recog-
nize the new spirit of purification. . I would advise every non-co-
operator to treat imprisonments as his ordinary lot in life and not
think anything about them. If only we can go through the course
of organizing manufacture and collecting foreign cloth during the
month of October abstaining from all meetings and -excitement,
we shall produce an atmosphere calm and peaceful enough to em-
bark upon civil disobedience, if it is then found necessary. But I
have a settled conviction that if we exhibit the strength of -charac-
ter, the faculty of reorganizing and the power of exemplary self-
control all of which is necessary for full swadeshi, we shall attain
swaraj without more*
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The Hindu, 23-9-1921